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Honorable John H. Shaffer
Administrator

Federal Aviation Administration
Department of Transportation
Washington, D. C. 20590

Dear Mr. Shatlfer:

Qur investigation of a recent Catalina Seaplanes, ne., alr taxi
aecident indicated that some corieciive neasures mov b(_’ nacnsoory Lo
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prevent a similar, and possibly much more serious, accident in the
future.

On March 7, 1969, a Catalina Seaplanes, Inc., Grumnan Model G2ILA

camphibian, N10020, on a scheduled flight, struck a submerged objech

in the water vhile making a takeolf. The pilot, with six Dassensers

o board, convinued the takeofl and landed the aircraft in water at

the flight's destination. Fortunately, nobody was injured, even bhough
two of the three watertight hull compartments had been extensively
dameged; however, such landings in waler ace potentially and unnec-
essarily hazardous to the aircrafl passengers and should be avoided
vhen a land airport is available.

The pilot, in this case, was a certificated seaplane pilot, buot
vas not qualified to land this type of alrcraft on land. The company
route structure encompasses only wabter landings; however, airperis for
landing are available for any eme: zency or precautionary landing, in-
cluding snch as might become advisable because of rapid changes in
vealthey and sea conditions.

In reviewing the regulations zpplicaeble to air baxi cperators and
commercial operat.ors of small aircralt, Part 135 of the Federal Aviabion
Regulations, we note that there is no reguircnent for Part 135 pilots
to be gualified to land on both water and land in amphibious aircraft.

hecordingly, it i1s rscowmended bhat FAR Part 135 be amended so
as te reguire pilols operating amphibicus aircraflt Lo be qualifi=d to
land on both water and land. T¢ is Turther recowended thabt the involved
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operators be required to keep their pilots current on both types of
Landings.

Details of this accident have been discussed with personnel of
your I'light Standards Service. Please do not hesitate to contact us
if additlenal information is desired.

Sincerely yours,

Yy
/(/\/! [t /,/,; eTe

H
/
-~ \--.__.__

“dohn H. Reed
Chairman



